Transitions for children with Special Educational Needs and/or disability: from home into an early years setting; changing between providers; or moving from a setting into school.
It is important that when children start in a setting or move from one setting to another (at any stage of their childhood) they have a comprehensive transition which includes the passing on of all relevant information about them personally, socially, emotionally and academically to the new provision as this helps the receiving practitioner to better anticipate and therefore be able to meet their needs and gives rise to better outcomes, ensuring the best possible chance of a smooth transition and a successful placement.

Transition for all children

Transitions should be seen as a process not an event, and should be planned for and discussed with children and parents. Settings should communicate information which will secure continuity of experience for the child between settings.

Early Years foundation Stage Practice Guidance, 2008

If transition is a process, the key to its success lies in the preparation and planning beforehand and the settling in, or follow up, afterwards.

The voice of the child

Transition is a time of change and can be a source of both excitement and anxiety for children and for their parents/carers. Throughout the transition process, young children need to feel secure and confident that their needs, wants, likes and dislikes will be understood.

Early years providers [.....] should know precisely where children and young people with SEN are in their learning and development. They should ensure decisions are informed by the insights of parents and those of children [.....] themselves.

DfE and DH (2015) SEN and disability code of practice: 0-25 years, para 1.25

Young children are dependent on the adults around them to share this important information. Practitioners and parents should be encouraged to share their observations of children’s choices, and the preferences reflected in these, at every stage. Respecting the different ways in which children communicate, toys, pictures, photos of people and settings, creative role play using puppets and dolls in different scenarios, can all be used to promote communication and enable children to express their views.

Transition into a setting/new environment

Planning and preparation for transition may involve a range of different elements, though these are not necessarily separate activities. They are likely to include:

· establishing relationships
· sharing information
· visits
· creating continuities
· preparation in the setting
· training and support
· settling in and follow up

You should also find the EYFS Bury Standards Transition Pack a useful resource to support a smooth transition. Completing the pack will ensure that all relevant information and paperwork with regards to a child with SEND is shared.

 
Transition and settling into your environment/setting
Transition should also be considered and valued in respect of settling in and including new children into your setting. It is crucial to gather and obtain as much information with regards to the child’s individual requirements prior to the child starting at the setting, in order to make any adjustments or adaptations that will support the inclusion of the child.

On entry you may find it useful to ask the following questions to parents/carers:

· Does your child have Special Educational Needs and or a Disability?
· Does your child have any specialist professionals involved e.g. SALT, Physio, OT, Paediatrician, Community Nursing team? Names and contact details
· Does your child have Social Care, or Early Help involvement?
· Is there a Story So Far, CIN plan or CP plan in place?
· Who is your HV? And when did the HV last make contact?
· Do you have any concerns regarding your child’s learning or development?
· Has your child attended any other childcare setting? Which? Are there any ILDP’s in place?

All parents/carers should be informed of the role of the SENCO, Early Identification, Inclusion and supporting individual children within your setting.

If concerns regarding the child’s learning and development are shared or identified then the Early Identification and Graduated Approach should be followed.

Supporting families of children with SEND

It is important to recognise that transitions can be more difficult for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. Therefore when you are considering moving a child into a different room in your nursery or their transition to school, careful planning should be considered and managed to ensure the child’s individual needs are supported.

Most families will have their reception place confirmed around April, therefore it is vitally important to begin to make plans for their transition as soon as possible after this date.

A person centred transition meeting is an ideal opportunity to enable you to share information about the child’s likes, dislikes, what works well and what support is needed. The meeting should involves the child’s key person, the nursery SENCO (if possible) the child’s parents, staff from the new school and any other professionals involved. This will ensure that all the relevant information is shared and the transition period is planned carefully with all parties involved clear of the process and what they can do as individuals to support the child.

It is also important that with parental consent, you share your records of SEN support, ILDP’s and development assessments to illustrate what progress the child has made and identify the ongoing support they will need. During the meeting you can decide at what point the information will be transferred to the new setting.
Provide parents/carers with sufficient information to help them make an informed choice about future education settings/schools, including special education schools







Communicating with settings and families regarding specific resources/equipment/intervention/support/training that will be needed to meet the child’s needs

Support and empower parents/carers to communicate the child’s strengths, what motivates them & what will promote their self-esteem and sense of belonging in the new environment








Supporting families with understanding, developing and practicing new routines prior to starting at the new setting/school


Supporting families with understanding, developing and practising new routines prior to starting at the new setting/school









UNICEF – Ready for School

The United Nations World Fit for Children mission statement of 2002 is an example of current concepts of school readiness - a good start in life, in a nurturing and safe environment that enables children to survive and be physically healthy, mentally alert, emotionally secure, socially competent and able to learn. The WFFC goals highlight the importance of a caring, safe and stimulating environment for the holistic development of young children. 

[image: Picture of man walking two children to school]http://cyps.northyorks.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Early%20years/School%20Readiness/UNICEF%20-%20Child2Child.pdf
The three dimensions of school readiness are: 
Ready children, focusing on children’s learning and development.
Ready schools, focusing on the school environment along with practices that 
foster and support a smooth transition for children into primary school and advance and promote the learning of all children.
Ready families, focusing on parental and caregiver attitudes and involvement in their children’s early learning and development and transition to school.
All three dimensions are important because school readiness is a time of transition that requires the interface between individuals, families and communities
http://cyps.northyorks.gov.uk/school-readiness
Supporting parents/carers with transition/preparing for school - Helpful information for parents/carers of children with SEND
Children with Speech, Language and Communication needs
Starting at a new setting can bring a mixture of emotions for everyone involved and these can be heightened if a child has speech, language and communication needs. Lots of questions can come up such as 'will they make friends?', 'will people be able to understand what they're saying?', 'will they be able to ask for things like a snack or going to the toilet?' and 'how will they be able to tell me what they've done all day?’
As experienced childcare professionals you are well placed to support parents with transition. You know the child and, may have successfully seen both parent and child through one transition, so you have what it takes to support the moving on process.
How to support parents with transitions
Encourage parents to use pictures of their child’s teacher or key person (if they have them from a settling in visit) so that they can remember who they're going to see. This can help them visualise the people they're going to meet. It prepares them mentally for what's going to happen and to recognise some familiar faces when they start.
· Encourage parents to make up their own transition document so that they can share information with the school. This could be a communication passport or an 'All about me' booklet that tells  the new setting how their child communicates, what helps them feel settled (e.g. a quiet start to the day or using a visual timeline to know what's going to happen).You can both share information on the best ways to support the child.
· You can work with parents on showing children how to ask questions or how to ask for help. For some children using phrases and demonstrating gestures helps prepare for new scenarios. For other parents using signs and pictures may be more suitable support.
· Ask about the daily routine and for the first few weeks; encourage parents to talk to their child about what's going to happen and what to expect.
· Practice the child’s route to the setting. If walking try talking about all the things you see on your way, for instance, "we have to turn at the post box"..."then past the really tall tree".
What you can do to support children
· Talk about what's going to happen so that children are expecting it and it's not a shock when September arrives. This will also help you to know if they are anxious and have any questions. Sometimes children worry about what they need to do and if there is somewhere Teddy will be safe. You can discuss these things before school so that they are looking forward to it.
· Build starting school into play e.g. through making your home corner into a school. Some children enjoy planning and building their own school so they can talk about their experiences and hopes around transition.
· Sing some familiar nursery rhymes so that they are confident with these and can join in during group times.
· Let the new setting know how the child you support communicates - do they use words, are they speaking in sentences or do they use lots of gestures and signs? Do they speak different languages at home? If so let the setting know which languages and how your child is doing speaking and understanding these.
· If a child has any speech, language or communication needs let the setting know so that they are prepared to help your child. Also inform them if the child is supported by a speech and language therapist or any other professional. It's often helpful to meet with the SENCo (Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator) or Inclusion Co-ordinator so they are aware of your child's needs. Try to give as much information about how the child communicates children communicate so the setting carry out training assessments for instance for Makaton.
· Talk to the setting about how they can let parents know what their child has been doing - for young children and children with communication needs. Talking about their day at school or nursery can be challenging and a photo, a few words or some information in a home/setting diary can help you know what they've been doing and give you a starting point for a conversation. (Amanda Baxter - I CAN)                                                              
https://www.pacey.org.uk/Pacey/media/Website files/school%20ready/PACEY_ preparingforschoolguide.pdf
http://ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/02155-NCSE-Starting-School-Guidelines-final-08.02.16.pdf

Checklist of action for transition into setting or school

	Transition to nursery/preschool from present to the end of the summer term

	1.
	Make time to liaise with the child’s key person in their current early years setting, find out all about the child, including their experiences during the Covid 19 epidemic. Good practice would also be to request a virtual tour in order to see the environment that the child has been used to, and use this as an opportunity to make any notes for future planning
	

	2.
	Gather as much information as possible about the child. Use admission forms, All About Me booklets, transition records and one page profiles
	

	3.
	Arrange a virtual transition meeting with parents setting or school staff, parents and any professionals involved before the child starts. Consider broadening communication methods that are working well for ‘current’ children to new starters and their families, for example online parent accessible systems such as Tapestry. Good practice would be to agree any virtual messages that can be used to support the transition process in absence of physical comforters such as, “a parent’s kiss they can keep in their pocket” or “an imaginary heart string that can’t be broken by distance”. Childcare providers are requested as best practice to offer to host a virtual story session with new child/ren, which can be supported by the child’s keyperson/parent. Thus enabling them to start to build a relationship with the child
	

	4.
	Think about who would be a suitable key person. Support and create opportunities for them and the SENCO to build a relationship with the child and parents
	


	4.
	Ensure the Early Years Foundation Stage Transition Record which has been created by the child’s previous early years setting in partnership with parents has been read.
	

	5.
	Ensure staff receive any training that may be needed before the child starts at the setting or school
	

	6.
	Have in place any specialist equipment the child may need, plan ahead as this may take time to source
	

	7.
	Audit toys, books and other resources to ensure they are suitable and accessible for the child
	

	8.
	Consider the room layout to ensure mobility, the provision of a quiet area, toilet adaptations, changes to lighting, flooring or furniture
	

	9.
	Where a child has an EHCP or top-up funding, plan for any additional staff who may need to be recruited, inducted and given the opportunity to get to know the child and parents
	

	10.
	Agree an admission and settling in plan with parents
	

	Transition from nursery to school September

	1.
	Support parents face to face (social distancing) or via telephone/virtual meeting so that they know what to expect as their child transitions into their new school, and encourage them to attend virtual meetings with schools in order to gain information, and ask relevant questions
	

	2.
	Make time for the child’s key person to liaise with schools so that they can find out the expectations school will have post Covid for the new cohort of children and ensure that individual children are discussed with the new school/setting, and any individual requirements/parents comments or concerns are passed on. This is as an opportunity for childcare providers to refer to the completed transition document to highlight the child’s areas of strength and areas for development
	

	3.
	Closely liaise with schools and provide an opportunity for the child to have a virtual chat/ listen to a story read by their new teacher, with a familiar person there also to offer support. Whenever possible carry out a virtual tour of the setting and share with the child’s new teacher so they are able to see the environment that the child has been used to
	

	4.
	Complete the Early Years Foundation Stage Transition Record with parent/carers. Work in partnership with the SENCO virtually or over the phone to ensure the child’s individual needs and requirements are fully discussed, and also they are made aware of what support has already been accessed.
	

	5.
	Plan the following enhancements to support the transition process;
· Digital photograph albums relating to the identified schools/settings are shared with children and their families and parents advised to share with their child at home
· Signpost parents to specific books and about starting school, and signpost to the Bury Directory for other transitional tools and resources that may offer support
· Display about all schools/settings identified is developed for children and families to see
· Consider sharing positive practice and routine methods with schools, for example hand washing support videos so that schools can build on practice children are already familiar with
 Contact all identified schools following the transition to check the progress of the child/children and evaluate the process
	



	In order to support the smooth transition from nursery to school, schools are asked wherever possible to support with the following

	1.
	· Amend school website on a regular basis to update it with frequently asked questions related to new transitions and where possible provide a reception email address so that parents can email directly to ask any particular questions.
· Provide a virtual tour around the new classroom, outdoor areas and other areas of the school, so that children can see what the environment looks like. Include routines such as lunch time and outdoor play. Where possible Provide personal video profiles of staff in reception, and staff that children will come into contact with.
· Liaise with previous childcare provider with regards to routine practices (such as handwashing) that have already been established by the setting and consider how these might be replicated in school.
	

	2.
	Offer the following resources (where possible) to support the early years settings in preparing children for school: 

· Digital photograph album (email/on school website) relating to school e.g. teachers, classroom, bathrooms, dinner, outdoor area, cloakroom, route into school etc
· Offer some key skills that you know will help support children when starting school and provide some guidance about topics that will be covered in the first term at school
· Think about what additional transition support is in place for those children moving into reception without a cohort of friends?  Children who come to school in groups from settings will have the advantage of friendship groups 
· Consider how developing relationships between children and families could be implemented – perhaps virtually to support cohort cohesion
Use any agreed virtual messages consistently to support children transitions into school daily
	

	3.
	Contact early years settings following the transition, to share children’s progress in their new setting and provide any feedback on the transition document/process in general
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Bury EYFS Transition Guidance for

2023







                                                                      



Jeanette Richards Interim  Executive Director of Children and Young People 





Department for Children and Young People 

Sandra Bruce

 Assistant Director

(Early Help & School Readiness)

Date	17-05-2023		



Dear Provider,

We are pleased to share with you the amended EYFS Transition guidance pack for 2023. This guidance is for early years settings (nurseries, pre-schools, childminders), reception teachers and parents of all children who are starting school in September 2023. 

This guidance has been amended to reflect the revised EYFS and to also consider the impact that the Covid pandemic has had and may continue to have on young children.

The child’s voice will be at the heart of this guidance. 

We hope it supports you to ensure smooth transitions for all Burys young children. Please contact one of the Early Years Advisors to discuss anything further.

Warm Regards, The Early Years Advisors Team





Gill Mirabitur: 07583 169 341/0161 253 7192

Radcliffe & Bury West locality area

Louise Wunderley: 07890062484/0161 253 6431 

Prestwich & Whitefield locality area

Sara Keaney Duckworth :  07811665752 / 0161 253 7192 

East Bury, Ramsbottom & Tottington locality area



Or via email:   eya@bury.gov.uk 

Sonja Butterworth – Quality Standards and Performance Officer for Schools – 07718661350/07581408310
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Page 11. Transition Document – Please complete for all children moving to Reception class this year and send onwards directly to their new school. 

Page 14. All About Me Document – Recommended completion to send with the Transition Document
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EYFS Transition Standards for Early Years settings

A reflective document to support you in managing smooth and effective transitions for early years children

Date:                                                        Completed By:

		Practise 



		What we do currently - please highlight left column

Record actions or discussions here:



		Make time for the child’s key person to liaise with schools so that they can find out the expectations school will have.



Ensure the pre school room leader and or practitioners attend the Early Years Strategic Partnership Meetings. 



		



		Ensure the EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE TRANSITION RECORD 2023 is completed with parental involvement and agreement and sent on to school as soon as possible.

NB. If required work in partnership with the SENDCO virtually or over the phone to ensure the child’s individual needs and requirements are fully discussed, and also they are made aware of what support has already been carried out. (This may be via a story so far document).

		



		Ensure that individual children are discussed with the new school/setting, and any individual requirements/parents comments or concerns are passed on. If possible, use this as an opportunity to refer to the completed transition document to highlight the child’s areas of strength and areas for development.



Attend the Early Years strategic Partnership Meetings.

		



		Provide an opportunity for the child to have a virtual/face to face chat/ listen to a story read by their new teacher, with a familiar person there also to offer support.

		



		Whenever possible carry out a virtual/face to face tour of the setting and share with the child’s new teacher so they are able to see the environment that the child has been used to.



		



		Support parents face to face or via telephone/virtual meeting so that they know what to expect as their child transitions into their new school.

		



		Encourage parents to attend meetings with schools in order to gain information and ask relevant questions.

		



		Plan the following enhancements to support the transition process;

· Digital photograph albums relating to the identified schools/settings are shared with children and their families and parents advised to share with their child at home. 

· Signpost parents to specific books and about starting school, and signpost to the Bury Directory for other transitional tools and resources that may offer support. 

· Display about all schools/settings identified is developed for children and families to see

· Consider sharing positive practice and routine methods with schools, for example hand washing support videos so that schools can build on practice children are already familiar with 



		



		Contact all identified schools following the transition to check the progress of the child/children and evaluate the process
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EYFS Transition Standards for Schools

A reflective document to support you in managing smooth and effective transitions for early years children

Date:                                                        Completed By:

		Practise 



		What we do currently - please highlight left column

Record actions or discussions here:



		Ensure the EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE TRANSITION RECORD 2023 which has been created by the child’s previous early years setting in partnership with parents (best practice) has been read.

		



		Make time to liaise with children’s key person in their current early years setting so that you can find out all about the children. Have the transition record at hand during the meeting to discuss. 



Attend the Early Years strategic Partnership Meetings. 

		



		Ask if the early years setting would agree to you having a tour so that you are able to see the environment that children have been used to, and use this as an opportunity to make any notes for future planning.

		



		Offer to host a virtual/face to face story session with new child/ren, which can be supported by child’s key person/parent. This will enable you to start to build a relationship up with the child.

		



		Set up a virtual/face to face parents meetings for new families. 

Consider broadening communication methods that are working well for ‘current’ children to new starters and their families, for example online parent accessible systems such as Tapestry.

Agree any virtual messages that can be used to support the transition process in absence of physical comforters such as, “a parents kiss they can keep in their pocket” or “an imaginary heart string that can’t be broken by distance”

		



		Provide a reception email address so that parents can email you direct to ask any particular questions.

		



		Amend school website on a regular basis to update it with frequently asked questions related to new transitions

		



		Provide personal video profiles of staff in reception, and staff that children will come into contact with.

		



		Provide a face to face or virtual tour around the new classroom, outdoor areas, and other areas of the school, so that children can see what the environment looks like. Include routines such as lunch time and outdoor play.

		



		Liaise with settings about routine practices (such as handwashing) that have already been established by the setting and consider how you might replicate this as children are already familiar with these practices.

		



		Offer the following resources (where possible) to support the early years settings in preparing children for school: 

· Digital or physical photograph album (email/on school website) relating to school e.g. teachers, classroom, bathrooms, dinner, outdoor area, cloakroom, route into school etc.

· Provide some guidance about topics that will be covered in the first term at school

· Offer some key skills that you know will help support children when starting school

· Ensure the child has received their free ‘Book start’ treasure pack from the library service.

		



		Think about what additional transition support is in place for those children moving into reception without a cohort of friends?  Children who come to school in groups from settings will have the advantage of friendship groups.  

Consider how developing relationships between children and families could be implemented – perhaps virtually to support cohort cohesion.

		



		Use any agreed virtual messages consistently to support children transitions into school daily. 

		



		Contact all early years settings following the transition, to:

· Share children’s progress in their new setting 

· Provide any feedback on the transition document/process in general

· Give the early years setting some information relating to the previous cohorts attainment at EYFSP



		











Name or Logo of Setting







[image: ]EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE TRANSITION RECORD 2023

		Name of early years setting:



		Full name of child:







Name known by:





DOB:                      Gender:







		Name of school child will enter: 





		



		Date of entry to setting:







Person completing this record:



		Attendance at yours and other childcare setting/ children’s centre?   yes/no

Please give details:



		Additional Personal Information:                              Position in Family: e.g. 1/3 

(i.e. parental contact, court order info, 

gender identification)





Language(s) spoken at home:                                   Religion/beliefs:



	

Dietary Information:                                                  Known Allergies:





Does the child have special educational needs and/or disabilities?  Yes/No

(If yes, please complete supplementary information – ‘Early Years Foundation Stage Child’s Individual Requirements’)





Have you identified any concerns in relation to the child’s development? Yes/No 

If Yes, please identify which areas below or attach any relevant documentation:



Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

Communication and Language   *

Physical Development     

Literacy                                                

Mathematics                                            

Understanding the World                           

Expressive Arts and Design   

                     

*Wellcomm settings-

Details of any WellComm Assessments (if applicable) completed with the child within the Pre school year.  

	Wellcomm assessment code (Red/Amber/Green-please indicate below) – up to the latest 3 assessments if you have them 

Assessment Date:          RED/AMBER/GREEN 

Assessment Date:          RED/AMBER/GREEN 

Assessment Date:          RED/AMBER/GREEN 



If the child has had an amber/red result please attach assessments and any intervention details-(ensure permission is gained from parents to share the info).



Please name here and provide contact details any other professional involved: 

For example; Social Worker, Speech and Language therapist, Health Visitor, GP, etc:













		The Characteristics of Effective Learning:

Please provide a description about how the child is becoming an ‘effective and motivated learner’ and how they engage with familiar people and their environment. You may wish to write about what parts of your curriculum they have enjoyed or any part of their development that is significant. 



		Playing and exploring:

(Finding out and exploring, Playing with what they know, Being willing to “have a go”)



		











		Active learning: 

(Being involved and concentrating, Keeping on trying, Enjoying and achieving what they set out to do)

		













		Creating and thinking critically:

(Having their own ideas, Making links (using what they already know to learn new things), Choosing ways to do things)



		



















The Areas of Learning and Development

Please write on track if there are no concerns and only comment if there are any areas where progress is less or more than expected.

		Communication and Language

 



		



		Personal, Social and Emotional Development

 



		





		Physical Development





		











		Literacy 

 



		















		Mathematics 

 



		





		Knowledge and Understanding of the World 





		









		Expressive Arts and Design





		











		Childs Voice: 





































		Parents/Carers  Voice and signature:











		Key Persons Voice and signature:

		Managers Signature:



















All About {insert child’s name}

I like to…..

I am a bit unsure about….

What I know about the school/setting I am going to...

At home, I have been ...

Things that make me happy are….



At my Early Years setting I have been….

It is important for you to know that….

Insert a photo of the child here 

 

This is where you can describe a little about children’s learning style or characteristics of effective learning.  It also might be where you could describe independence skills the child does well.  

 

 

This is where you may be able to comment on some independence skills that may need developing. 

 

 

This may be where you  share what transition preparation you have done with the child or where parents add detail.

 

 

This is where parents or settings may be able to comment on what children have been doing at home during the Covid-19 lockdowns. (if applicable)  This may include how the Early Years Setting have supported the Home Learning Environment and what parents have shared with you.  

 

This is where you may wish to comment on what children have been doing setting.  You may wish to explain here if the child has missed a number of weeks/months due to lockdowns.  

You can also comment if you have been supporting  the child using WellComm.  (Please add details of  assessments showing what stage of language development the child is currently at.)

 

 

This is where you may wish to provide insight for any concerns with regards to the child.  Or things that may become a concern  when combined with transition.  It could also be a place to describe things the child does well and can be built upon.  

 

This is where you can describe a little about children's learning style or characteristics of effective learning.  
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