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To be able to access the Bury Portage and Early
Support Team you must five in Bury and have a child
that is aged 0-5 years old and not accessing their 2
or 3 year funding entitlement for more than 10 hours
and who s significantly delayed in two or more areas
of development.

Who can refer me to the
Portage Service?
Referrals can be made from:

* Health Visitors
+ Paediricians Contact Details

«  The Child Development Centre Bury Ponage:nd Early Support
o " . o o eam
« Child care providers (Nurseries, Childminders, AT e E D
Preschools) Brandlesholme Road
« Parents Bury BL8 1AX

«  Community Health Professionals.

Phone: 0161 2537609
Professionals must arrange a consultation with the Email: portageservice@bury.gov.uk:
Senior Portage Worker to discuss the child's needs.
If the referral is deemed appropriate, then a Story So
Far should be completed and forwarded to the
Senior Portage Worker.

Facebook: Early Help and Early Years

Parents can self-refer by contacting the Senior
Portage Worker to discuss the needs of their child.
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What is the Bury Portage

and Early Support Team? Early Support help families?

The Bury Portage and Early Support Teamis a 5 Star
accredited educational support service, providing
home visiting and group sessions for families with
pre-school children who have Special Educational
Needs andor Disabiliies (SEND). The Portage aims
are: to develop a quality of life and experience, for
families and their children; to create an environment
where families can leam and play together and to
support families to minimise the barriers to ensure
they can be included in their local commurnities.

Portage  aims to enable parents/carers to become
effective teachers of their own children using
evidence based interventions and teaching
strategies. All Portage Home Visitors (PHV) are key
workers, co-ordinating family-focused services.

How does Portage and

The Bury Portage and Early Support Team is made
up of qualified and experienced professionals who
support children and families on their unique joureys
of raising children with special educational needs and
disabilities.

Families will be assigned to a reliable and consistent
Portage and Early Support Worker, that will work in
partnership with parents and carers to identify their
child's areas of strength and support (baseline),
identifying long term goals and break them into small,
achievable steps (the ‘small step approach’). Al
families will be invited to attend our universal Stay
and Play sessions, we will also, where appropriate
invite some families to our targeted Sessions which
are delivered in conjunction with our partners
including, Specialist HV and Early Years Workers.
Families may require regular Home Visits which we
will offer where identified.".

During visits, time will be dedicated to child-led play,
structured teaching and family focussed discussion.
The family will be given activilies and strategies to
practice and enjoy between home visits

Portage and Early Support Workers will work flexibly
and sensitively to ensure that the information you
have regarding your child's SEND, is relevant and
presented in a way you can understand. They will
work in partnership with other professionals involved
with your child in a holistic, childed approach to
leaming and development. Depending on your child's

needs, the Portage and Early Support Worker will
facilitate the Educational Health and Care Plan
process with you, supporting you to ensure
Requests for Statutory Assessment are completed
in good time. Portage and Early Support Workers
will support the child and family as they move into
their chosen Early Years Setting.
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