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Referral Criteria for Oral Care by the Community Dental Service

Referrals are accepted for patients with additional care requirements or that require specialist care that is unable to be managed by a General Dental Practitioner (GDP).

We will accept referrals for the following:

· Patients with a physical disability, wheelchair users who cannot access a GDP as they are unable to access the dental surgery, and/or transfer to the dental chair for treatment.

· Housebound patients, who do not leave the house for medical appointments or for social activities (e.g. shopping trips) can be assessed for suitability for domiciliary care.

· Patients with a learning disability or mental health problem and rely on the support of relatives or carers.

· Patients with a sensory impairment, e.g. visual, hearing, and/or communicative.

· Patients with medical additional requirements that would not normally be treated in the General Dental Services, e.g.

· Oral cancer patients who have undergone head and neck radiotherapy and may require palliative care.

· Severe bleeding disorder.

· Immunocompromised or immunosuppressed.

· Life limiting condition.

· Brain Injury.

· Anxious children unable to cope in a General Dental Practice, or those patients requiring inhalation sedation.
· Children who require specialist dental management, e.g. defective teeth, missing teeth or abnormally formed teeth, cleft lip and palate, dental trauma, oral pathology.

Your referral will be returned to you if sufficient information is not supplied.

We will gladly give advice over the phone, even if you do not intend to refer the patient but would like advice about a patient with special needs.

The above criteria are not exclusive and each case will be judged on its own merits.

Moorgate Primary Care Centre- 0161 447 9866

Oldham ICC- 0161 621 3614/19

Nye Bevan House- 01706 677 017

Phoenix Centre- 01706 676 743
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